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Aims

 To develop understanding of phonics for early readers

 To understand why reading is so important

 To develop a love of reading

 To understand the importance of a rich vocabulary

 To learn some strategies for helping your child with their 
understanding.



Why teach phonics?

 Gives children a tool to enable them to read and 
write independently.

 Early reading and writing – phonics is the first and 
main approach.

 Phonics is used beyond early reading and writing to 
keep moving children on.  

 Keep a consistent approach to help children who find 
reading and writing difficult.

 Government are expecting high quality phonics being 
taught in schools.



Terminology

 For consistency across the school and at home, it 
is really helpful if everyone is using the same, 
correct terminology.

 This terminology is also used at SPIS so the 
children are familiar with it.



Terminology

 Phoneme –

 Grapheme –

 Digraph –

 Trigraph –

 Split digraph –

 Adjacent Consonants–

 Blending –

 Segmenting –

What do they all mean?

On your tables, can you 
match the words with 
their definitions?



Terminology

 Phoneme – unit of sound
Grapheme – way a sound is written
Digraph – 2 letters making 1 sound
Trigraph – 3 letters making 1 sound
Split digraph – when a vowel sound is split by a consonant  

(a_e, u_e, i_e, e_e, o_e)
Adjacent Consonants– 2/3 consonants that group 

together           (e.g went, spring). 
Blending – putting sounds together to read a word
Segmenting – splitting a word up into individual phonemes 

for writing



Split digraph



Fred Fingers

 Children coming to SPJS from the infants’ school are all familiar with 
Fred Fingers, where one finger represents one sound.



Phonics at SPJS

 If they passed the phonics screening with a score of 
34 or more, they will be recorded on SIMS as phase 
6.

 If they passed the screening but with 32/33 they will 
be recorded as phase 5. 

 If they did not pass the screening, the infants will 
advise their current phase.

 Once children are at phase 6, they need to be able to 
read and spell the year 2 words before moving on to 
the year 3/4 words.

When children arrive from SPIS:



Vocabulary

Developing a wide vocabulary and understanding 
of the meanings of words is essential, both to the 
enjoyment of reading and the writing that follows.

Examples of questions involving vocabulary:



…they mysteriously died out.

What does the word mysteriously mean?

without an explanation

very slowly

really obviously

very quickly

Tick one.

Y3

Q5



Something enormous was approaching the cave.

Write a word you could use instead of enormous without 
changing the meaning.

Something _______________was approaching the cave.

Y3

Q35



…others migrate to warmer countries in the winter.

What does the word migrate mean?

journey

live in

dislike

prefer

Tick one.

Y4

Q7



Even the rich families were not immune to diseases 
like smallpox and measles.

What do the words not immune mean in this context?.

Y5

Q3



Y6



Y6



Y6



More than a quarter of a million 
school children are experiencing 
literary poverty.

BookTrust research published 5.2.2020



A child in literary poverty is 
defined as a child who is read to or 
with for pleasure, for less than 15 
minutes a week outside school.



Recommendations are that families 
read together for just 10 minutes a 
day as this helps develop children’s 
language, curiosity, imagination and 
listening skills as well as benefitting 
their academic development including 
writing skills.



“With fewer screen distractions, my friends 
and I spent half our lives deep in books. Now, 
half our primary school children spend less 
than an hour a week reading for pleasure. But 
reading’s a vital skill. It’s the bedrock of 
education in all our subjects and enriches our 
children from both and emotional and a cultural 
perspective… I’d encourage everyone to put 
aside the screens a little more to engage 
children with reading. It truly works wonders.”

Anne Fine – former Waterstone’s Children’s Laureate

















We want all children to experience success
We aim to introduce the child to a variety of 
text-types and authors in school. 
Please use your PARENTAL judgement to 
ensure the support/challenge at home is at the 
right level. 
Provide your child with additional books to 
those from school as much as possible (through 
the local library, online/ e-books, newspapers, 
magazines). 

What can and should your 
children read?



Good Websites

• Kate Greenaway Medal and Carnegie Medal 
http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/home/index.php

• Book Trust – amazing site, book lists under categories, e.g. authors 
from different cultures, graphic novels, books about themes, e.g. 
love, environment, books featuring characters with disabilities, 
books for children with autism etc. 
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/children/booklists/

• ‘Books We Like’
• http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/children/books-we-

like/

• ‘Best Book Guide’
• http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/children/best-book-

guide/

http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/home/index.php
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/children/booklists/
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/children/books-we-like/
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/children/best-book-guide/


https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/pages/encouraging-
reading

Oxford Owl

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/pages/encouraging-reading


https://www.amightygirl.com/books

A Mighty Girl

https://www.amightygirl.com/books


https://readingeggs.co.uk/

Reading Eggs

https://readingeggs.co.uk/


Share more advanced books 
with your child

It is also important to read to your child.  This is an 
opportunity for them to hear stories and language at a 
higher level than they can read alone. Research shows 
the hearing texts read aloud is a significant source of 
vocabulary acquisition. 
Use audio books/ Amazon Audible.



Remember, try to avoid a pressurised 
environment around reading. 

The most important thing is to develop an 
enjoyment of reading. We can teach reading 

skills in school. We want your support in 
encouraging independent reading and 

engaging in your child’s reading. 

• Try to build this into your daily routine. 
• Have a quiet, comfortable space your child 
(and you) can read in. 
• Read with your child and read in front of 
your child – both reading and hearing texts 
read aloud are important



After Reading



What are you going to do as a 
result of this workshop?

• Please take a moment to 
consider any key points you 
will take away from this 
workshop. 

• Please share this, if you are 
happy to, with the person 
next to you. 

• The sooner you implement 
something you have learned 
today, the sooner it might 
become routine!!


